Science

New Biotech Degree Labina

One of the Important roles that SCF
plays Is to respand to the needs of the
community. The College asksand listens
to business and Industry leaders to find
out what types of skilled employees are
needed. Mast recently, the cammunity
advisory commitiee pointed out the
need for those with skills and knowledge
In blotechnalagy.

The economic development counclls of
bothSarasotagand Manatee wrote lefters
of support. They see that having such
a pragram In place Is an enticement to
employers. {Already, Roskamp Institute
Is spinning off three companies that
are production companies that these
students would be qualified for.)

The new program gives students many
oplians. "Graduaties will have the skills
to carry out the procedures for these
companies. They could alse be involved
as quality cenirol techniclans,” said
Naotural Science Department Chalr
Jane Plellsticker.

They could be specialized research
technicians as well. “We have Q course
in cell culture, which leads to a myriad
of oppertunities,” she added.
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The Biolechneology students are
taking classes thal pre-med and pre-
pharmaceutical students take. “It's not
forthe weak of heart or brain," explained
Pielisticker. After that, there's a series
of seven ar elght combined lecture and
lab courses. "So il goes back and forth.
‘we talk about something for 15 minutes,
then we wark on It far 15 10 20 minutes.
As we're talking about It, they're halding
the equipment. If solidifies what they
hear.”
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This Is a proven way to help students
learn to put tegether what they hear
In lecture with what they will practice
in the field. The first group of students
in the AS. program In Blotechnology
started August, 2011. The College added
celebrated scientist Maithew Thomas
to the faculiy to teach In the program.
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